Cutting brains (Jialing style)

1) Get dry ice and crush

2) Level platform

3) Get brush and container with PBS 

4) Alcohol into brass well underneath stage, dry ice into alcohol

5) Before stage is completely frozen, make liquid stage from 20% sucrose. Using transfer pipette pour a line of 20% sucrose. If stage too cold it might freeze before it is level. 

6) For a complete brain (including olfactory bulb) keep ice stage low. For parts of brain, build it up higher. 

7) Cut cerebellum in rat brain mold using razor blade. Cut all brains at the same level

8) OCT to underside of brain and place onto ice stage. When all brains are mounted, hopefully the 3 brains will still be at equal level, built up the space between the brain bases with 20% sucrose.

9) While brain is freezing slowly from bottom up (and it will only do so if you refill wells with dry ice) label 12-well plates (Greg, date, experimental group, number, sex S (striatum) or H.

10) Fill plates with 0.1M PBS plus 0.02% azide

11) Cut slices and mark the lid above the well in which you start with an arrow.

